
 

OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING  

BELLINGHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

March 14, 2018 

1.0 OPENING ITEMS 

1.1  Meeting Date and Location: 
 6 p.m. –  Mar. 14, 2018 - 1306 Dupont St., Bellingham, Washington  

1.2 Call to Order/Roll Call: 
Ms. Bashaw called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. Present: Directors Kelly Bashaw 

(President), Douglas Benjamin, Camille Diaz Hackler, Jenn Mason, Quenby Peterson, 

Superintendent Greg Baker, and Ruth Rasmussen (recorder).   

1.3 Audience:  

 David Crosby – Mr. Crosby is the local spokesperson for Mothers Demand Action 

for Whatcom County. He commended the district and the board for showing respect 

for student rights during the recent student-led walkout. He voiced opposition to 

arming teachers and referenced the upcoming March for our Lives – Bellingham 

demonstration on Mar. 24, noting students have organized this event, which is taking 

place locally and around the country.       

 

http://www.omaha.com/news/education/ops-board-calls-for-stricter-gun-laws-and-pushes-back/article_489df658-deaa-55a4-b8e7-3d62208d50ea.html


http://apps2.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5964&Year=2013&BillNumber=5964&Year=2013
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=42.30.205
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=42.30.120
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2.4 Resolution 6-18, Request to Transfer Funds from the Capital Projects Fund to the 

General Fund 

2.5 Authorization to Call for Bids – Bellingham School District Central Kitchen 

2.6 Agreement for Services with Colin Apt/The Photic Zone 

2.7 Whatcom Discovery Center Breakfast & Lunch Meal Agreement (#1718-069) 

2.8 Agreement for Interdistrict Cooperative Educational Services Between Meridian 

School District No. 505 and Bellingham School District No. 501 (#1718-150) 

2.9 Personnel Recommendations 

2.10 Personal Services Contracts 

2.11 EL-9 Asset Maintenance and Protection 

 

3.0 POLICY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 

3.1 Ends 2.1 (part 3) – Student Competence: Steve Clarke, Assistant Superintendent, 

Department of Teaching and Learning, and Brian Rick, Director of Research/Assessment, 

presented this third and final report for Ends 2.1 and answered questions from the board. 

Part 3 focuses on how Bellingham students are faring in terms of post-secondary 

enrollment rates and how the district is preparing students for post-secondary educational 

options. Questions from the board included the following: 

 In future reports, in the chart showing percent of 2016 graduates enrolled in 2 and 4-

year institutions and taking pre-college courses: can we breakdown numbers further, 

by individual high schools? 

 In future reports, could we add statistics that include outcomes for those who have 

completed dual credit courses while in high school?  

3.2 Board Response to Monitoring – EL-3- Treatment and Communication with Public, 

Parents and Students  

At the Feb. 28, 2018 regular meeting, the consent agenda included a monitoring report on 

EL-3. During discussion, the board agreed that the superintendent is in compliance with 

the policy and no policy revisions are needed.  

  

4.0 INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

4.1 School Board Directors’ Reports: The directors discussed their attendance at school-

related events and the recent WSSDA regional meeting (Mar. 1 in Mt. Vernon) 

4.2 Discussion of Recent School Board Visit – Geneva Elementary School – General 

discussion, including the following comments: 612 792 re
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https://www.boarddocs.com/wa/bsdwa/Board.nsf/files/AWE3W2080626/$file/EL-3%20Monitoring%20Report%202017(3).pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/wa/bsdwa/Board.nsf/files/AWDQH767FD95/$file/EL-3-Policy.pdf
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5.2 School Safety: Following discussion, board members unanimously agreed that the 

minutes will reflect the board’s opposition to arming teachers or other staff within our 

district. Such a course of action has not been considered in the past and will not be 

pursued by directors currently serving on our board.  

 

Additionally, Mr. Benjamin made the following motion, seconded by Ms. Mason: In 

view of public comments at the Feb. 28 meeting and the more extended robust discussion 

at tonight’s meeting, the board will form a two-person committee, charged with the task 

of drafting a student safety resolution, seeking stakeholder input as desired, and bring a 

proposed resolution back to the board for consideration when completed. The committee 

members would include Directors Doug Benjamin and Jenn Mason.   

 Unanimous affirmative vote.    

  

5.3 April 23 Special Meeting: The board agreed to cancel this meeting. 

 

6.0 CLOSING ITEMS 

6.1 Board Assessment of Meeting – Ms. Diaz Hackler assessed the meeting, with an overall 

rating of 4 (commendable). 

6.2 Adjournment – 7:59 p.m. 

 

 

 
Kelly Bashaw


