OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY LINKAGE SPECIAL MEETING
BELLINGHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
March 27, 2019 6:00-7:00 p.m.

Linkage Attendees:
X Representatives of communggencies
0 LydiaPlace:(PLO\ 2T&RQQRU
o0 Brigid Collins HouseJenn Lockwood
o Northwest Youth Service®age, Dan Reese
0o Whatcom Detention Centdrani Brogan, Steve Dahl
o Opportunity CouncilDavid Webster
x DirectorspresentKelly Bashaw, Camille Diaz Hackler,Jenn Mason,Quenby
Peterson absentDouglas Benjamin
x DeputySuperintendent ddellingham PublicSchoolsMike Copland
x District Leadershimnd Staff Assistant Superintende8teve Clarke Executive Director
Kristi Dominguez; Executive Directoday Jordan; Assistant SuperintendeBbb
Kuehl; Assistant SuperintendeStmone SangsterExecutive DirectoKurt Gazow;
Special Assistant to the Superintendent for Family Engagelsedrel Meaker; Director
of Teaching and Learninrina Hall ; Communications Manag&ana Smith; Early
Learning Specialigdbebora Haney.

Dr. Baker sert regrets as heas attending a school evenith one of his children.

Call to Order/Welcome and Introductions: School Board Presidef@amille Diaz



Kristi Dominguez, Steve Clarke and Mike Coplamtie small groups focuseuh the
following guiding questions:

1.

abrwn

How do you se&he Bellingham Promiseonnected to your work in supporting
our families through challenge?

What isworking wdl for our students and famili@s

What is missing or needs improvenfnt

:KDW GR \RX VHH ZLWK RXU IDPLOIPHV WKDW PD\EH ZHYUH

How can we better work together?

At the conclusion of the small grotime, Dr.Coplandasked each table group to share
briefly what they discusseé&ollowing is a summary akesponses to the guiding

KR

guestions:

X  Whatcom Detention Center (WDC), as a schoah be more calminigr students
thanatraditional school.

X The BellinghanPromisedemonstrates how weare about children, teaching them
to be their best selves

x Studentsentering WDCare assessahd W\SLFDOO\ OHDUQ@&h\HDUYV ZRUWI
andlanguage artsontent in 90 days.

X Students need to wecognizedbutWDC cannot issue credit or graduate
students

X Itis important to continustrengthening the relationship between WDC and
Bellingham Public Schools. Because of the nature of detention, WDC is able to
learna lot about what is happeningQ WKHLU V WHNE&the@Gadeis e Y HV
under their care

x WDC would like to ontinuethe partnershipwith Bellingham Public Schools,
including staff training.

x $3UDSLG UHVSRQVH WHDP" VKRXOG EH FRQVLGHUHG

X Executive Director Jay Jordan read a poem written by a WDC student

X A collective buyin is needed tdo allthatwe can to help students and fanslie

X The increased family engagement team is working to level the playing field for
families.

X The elimination of


http://bellinghamschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/BellinghamPromise.pdf
http://bellinghamschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/BellinghamPromise2018.pdf
http://bellinghamschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/BellinghamPromise2018.pdf

x Curriculum and expectations need to be tailored to students.
X The new portions of he Bellingham Promisare importanfor students to hear

and be reminded of

X The district iscommitted to facilitate change
X 37THDFKLQJ" UHIHUV WR DOO VWDII

FXVWRGLDQV

certificated staff, so it is important to communicate vaitial trainall staff.
X ,W{V LPSRUWDQW WR Kpoméuns,etXx OWV XVH SUHIHUUHG
X There is some discrepanitythereferral rateso Northwest Youth Servicdsy

school.

X More parent engagement is needed for parents of LGBTQ youth.

X Whatcom Youth Pride is June 9

Dr. Coplandthanked everyone fdreing herehis evening The notegrom this meeting
will be addedo the website andill be a gart of our G L V Whigtoly Wef[shared that the
learnings from thigvening will be referenced many settings including futusehool

board meetingandexecutive meetings.

Ms. Masonalso thanked all who attended.

Ms. Diaz Hackleradjournedhe meetingt 7:05p.m.
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Camille Diaz HacklerSchool Board Presider?t

Attest:

Greg Baker, Secretary to the Board

Minutes approvedApril 17, 2019
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http://bellinghamschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/BellinghamPromise2018.pdf

