
 

OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING  

BELLINGHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

July 15, 2020 

 

 

1.0 OPENING ITEMS 

1.1  Meeting Date and Location: 

 July 15, 2020 – via remote Zoom meeting. 

1.2 Call to Order/Roll Call: 

Mr. Benjamin called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. Present: Directors Kelly Bashaw, 

Douglas Benjamin (President), Camille Diaz Hackler, Jenn Mason, Katie Rose, 

Superintendent Greg Baker and Sheri O’Day (recorder).  

1.3 Audience:  

Mr. Benjamin noted that, because of our current emergency status due to COVID-19, 

public participation is limited to written submissions only. Any written comments 

received will be shared with the school board directors. Each board member has seen all 

messages received. Those messages have focused on the topics of police presence in our 

schools and what will occur this fall regarding the opening of the 2020-21 school year. 

He noted that Dr. Baker and his team are working tirelessly, and updates will be given on 

these topics this evening. Police presence in schools is not a new issue, and the district 

has worked to reduce the number of district resource officers to one while 

has worked to reduce the numbr
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some painting once the Lighthouse Mission has moved out. It has been a big 

endeavor for our district and community. He shared that he feels pride that the 

district, with support of the board, took a request from the mayor to help some of our 

community’s most vulnerable residents. He thanked the staff at Bellingham High 

School and others in the district who worked hard in order for that to occur. 
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2.1 Approval of Minutes of the June 17, 2020 Regular Meeting and June 24, 2020 

Special Meeting 

2.2 Approval of Expenditures and Payroll ± June 2020 

2.3 Resolution 8-20, Acceptance of Sehome Fields Project 

2.4 Resolution 12-20, Parkview Modernization of Existing Gym 

2.5 Resolution 13-20, Adoption of 2020-21 Budget 

2.6 Resolution 14-20, Amendment to Resolution 25-17 

2.7 Resolution 15-20, Request to Transfer Funds from the Capital Projects Fund to the 

General Fund 

2.8 Award of Bid for Parkview Elementary School Rebuild 

2.9 YMCA ± Summer Programming at Options High School (#1920-167) 

2.10 AVID Center Products and Services Quote/Order for 2020-21 (#2021-012) 

2.11 Xiologix Renewals (#2021-017, #2021-018) 

2.12 Lithtex and Jostens Agreements for Services (#2021-019, #2021-020, #2021-021) 

2.13 Ednetics, Inc. Service Agreement (#2021-023) 

2.14 ESD 112 Interlocal Purchasing Agreement (#2021-027) 

2.15 Personnel Recommendations 

2.16 Personal Services Contracts 

 

Unanimous affirmative vote. 

 

3.0 INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

3.1 6FKRRO�%RDUG�'LUHFWRUV¶�5HSRUWV. Highlights of comments: 

 Ms. Mason expressed appreciation for the community members who have contacted 

the board with their perspectives on reopening schools and police presence in the 

schools. We are lucky to live in a community that cares this much for our students 

and equity for students. She also thanked Dr. Baker and his team for moving so 

intentionally through the process police in schools. She appreciates the time that has 

been taken to listen, research and reach out for input from others. 

 Ms. Diaz Hackler noted that it is important for everyone to contact legislators to 

advocate that more counselors and social workers be funded by the state. All elections 

are important, including school board elections, and she would like to see more 

school board members of color. 

 Ms. Rose expressed gratitude to Dr. Baker for having difficult conversations and the 

executive team for the work they are doing to get students back to school safely. Kids 

have been through a lot, and the level of care that is being taken for students and staff 

is appreciated. The questions are challenging, but the engagement and involvement is 

encouraging.  

 Mr. Benjamin shared that he has spent a considerable amount of time carefully 

reading the emails that have been received. We do hear you, and as board members it 

is very important that we hear from you. You guide our work in terms of oversight. 

He noted that Assistant Superintendent of Finance Simone Sangster and her team 

have put together a budget that is remarkable. Our district’s budget process won a 

state award a couple of years ago, and we appreciate the work that was done again 

this year with the budget process. 
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4.0 NEW BUSINESS  

4.1 New Business (as needed):  n/a. 

 

5.0 CLOSING ITEMS 

5.1 Board Assessment of Meeting:  Ms. Bashaw assessed the meeting, with an overall 

rating of 4 (commendable). 

5.2 Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.           

 

 

Approved:  

 

 
Douglas Benjamin, Board President 

  

Attest: 

 

 
Greg Baker, Secretary to the Board 

 

Minutes approved: August 19, 2020 


