OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE STUDENT ROUNDTABLE SPECIAL MEETING
BELLINGHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
October 24 2023 2:15-3:15p.m.

Linkage Attendees:

x Current and formefeacher Academy students frdellingham High School

x DirectorspresentDouglas Benjamin,Camille Diaz Hackler (President), Jenn Mason
andKatie Rose DirectorKelly Bashawwas unable to attend.

X Superintendent oBellingham PublicSchoolsGreg Baker

x District Leadershimnd Staff Executive Directodackie Brawley; Deputy
Superintendenlike Copland; Assistant Superintendeday Jordan; Executive
Directorlisabel Meaker, Assistant Superintendektatt Whitten; Chief Financial
Officer Kathryn Weilage; Chief Operations Officelessica SankeyBellingham High
School teachedtori French; Director of Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Heather Steele Executive Administrative Assistari KH U L X fidtBtaker)

Call to Order/Welcome and Introductions: School BoardPresidenCamille Diaz
Hacklercalled the meeting to order Ztl5p.m. Superintendent Greg Bakerlcomed
attendees and invital to introduce themselves.

Meeting Purpose tExplanation of Student Roundtable Dr. Bakertharked everyone
for takingthe timeto be here thiafternoon

Student roundtables give the school board an opportunstyengtherthe connection
with our studentsand he school board

Dr. Baker introduceds.
French whofacilitated a discussiommong the studentegarding the Teacher Academy
program. Student commisrare below each question asked

First Year Students
Why did you sign up for this class? Does this connect to your future goals?
X The class haelpedmeto look at




What do you think is the number one problem that our school faces tod&

x Kids adjustingto becomingadults and thinkng about getting a job.

x COVID greatly influenced studentsausing them to have lessademic
motivation and interesSince COVID, kidssleepmore andskip more and have a
lack ofschool spirit and communigngagement

x Some teachemake class furwhich motivates students.

x | feel likethere isa lot of talk abouinclusivity and acceptance, but KDYHQ W VHHQ
any advancement or efforts within the school in this.area

X Spanishmorningannouncements are a good d@pmaking school more
inclusive for all

X How can we keep students frakipping class to vape and/or smoke? Could vape
detectors be installed? Perhaps an assembly to talk about drug use

In your opinion, how do our Teacher Academy programs support The Bellingham
Promise?
X The Teacher Academy promotes inclusivity émd forthe whole student
X It expands options for students and gives them motivation.
X The Teacher Academy givetudents a tasfer what teachers do every day,
including teachers at other schowalshin the district.
x Bilingual prograns at a young age aimportant.
X Studentsan step osideof their individual education and getEalL U G fydwH \ H
of the district.
x It helps tosee different ways teachers teach studeotyou cartake pieces from
all over and make it your own.






x | graduated in 2018nd alwayknew| wanted to beomea teacherl graduatedn
2022from WWU with a E D F K Hiegred fi\Bpanish.1P FXUUHQWO\ SXUVXLQJ I
PDVWHUTTV at@QWUHADkiKd a3 & substitute paraeducaodhave an
emergency teaching certificate. This class helpetbrnbegin on the path to being
a teacher
x | graduated in 2023 and am in tAhatomotive Collision Repaifechnology
program at Bellingham Technical College (BTC).
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